Porcine small intestine submucosa matrix (Surgisis) for esophageal perforation.
We present a case of traumatic cervical esophageal perforation complicated by delayed diagnosis and foreign body presence successfully repaired with acellular matrix biomaterial made from porcine submucosa (Surgisis mesh [Wilson-Cook, Winston-Salem, NC]). With metal plating eroding into the esophagus from a spinal fixation procedure, the mesh was applied to the defect just under the cricopharyngeus. The patient re-commenced oral intake after 7 days, and an endoscopy at 4 weeks revealed a well-incorporated mesh in an intact esophagus with normal caliber. In this case, Surgisis mesh (Wilson-Cook) proved effective in providing temporary esophageal integrity to allow healing in an infected field where diversion was impossible.